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magistrates that in judging between the publicans,
who farmed the revenue, and the taxpayers, they
must not imagine that the interests of the former
were the same as those of the State. They should
recollect that it was the King whom they injured
when they ruined his poor subjects by grievous fines
and penalties.

Much was gained by checking the extortions of
the tax-gatherers and by compelling all who were
liable to contribute their fair share of taxation, while
a few years of peace, order and decent government
so restored the vigour of the commonwealth that it
could have borne with comparative ease a burden as
heavy as that which before had crushed it to the
ground. But thanks to the skilful management of
Rosny the load to be endured was actually lighten

He began his reforms by introducing some order
into the system of accounts. He assigned certain
sources of revenue to defray the necessary expendi-
ture, and devoted whatever remained over to meet
the charges of the public debt. Undeterred by re-
spect for persons he vigorously attacked the dishonest
practices of the financiers, publicans and tax-gath-
erers, who cheated the exchequer and oppressed the
people.

A " Chambre Royale" composed of magistrates of
high position and character was appointed. Sully
hoped that this court would punish these harpies
and confiscate the ill-gotten wealth which enabled
them to set the fashion and ruin the nobility who
attempted to vie with them in ostentatious profusion.
But, so the minister laments in his memoirs,